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Tell me a bit about yourself.
I am an author, biographer, and ghostwriter. 
I was a newspaper reporter for 28 years for 
various newspapers in the UK and abroad 
including London, Bangkok, Madrid, New 
York, and Los Angeles. I was born at my 
grandma’s house in Portsmouth, and 
took up residence in St Ives as a week-
old baby. I was  baptised at The Church 
of the Sacred Heart, St Ives. I married an 
American in Spain and lived there for seven 
years before moving to the U.S. I currently 
live in Dana Point, California. I have three 
children and one grandchild. 
What are your connections to Cornwall?
My mother, Victoria Philp, was from 
Southsea, and my father, Jack Philp, from 
Glasgow. They moved to St Ives where my 
father worked in a chemist shop. He was 
a champion swimmer and on the Cornwall 
Water Polo Team. He was also a member 
of the St Ives Lifeboat rescue team. He 
was a pilot officer in World War II and was 
killed in 1944. His name is on the St. Ives 
War Memorial. My mother owned the Vicky 
Philp School of Dancing on Pednolva 
Terrace, St Ives...I went to school in St Ives 
but after my father died  my mother, my 
brother, Teddy, and I left St Ives and moved 
to Southsea to be with my mother’s family.

When did you move?
1945

Do you have Cornish ancestry?
No, my one huge regret! My godmother, Jill 
(sorry, forget her last name), was Cornish 
and I am named after her. She lived in The 
Warren, St Ives.

are there any celebrations of Cornish 
culture where you live?
I am a member of the Cornish-American 
Heritage Society and they are having a 
massive international annual gathering 
in August in Wisconsin, U.S. I also am a 
member of the California Cornish Cousins 
and they are having a gathering in May, in 
Paso Robles, California.

you have written a book where the main 
character is a Cornishwoman, why did you 
decide to make her Cornish?

My dearest memories are of St Ives, 
it is my spiritual as well as most-loved 
home. I admire the Cornish people, their 
character and their history. My book 
includes several references to Cornish 
poets and composers, and the book 
has an Acknowledgement to Pol Hodge, 
a Redruth professor who helped me 
by providing some mild Cornish cuss 
words for my character, Tosc a Trevant. 
She is a supporter of Cornwall’s fight for 
independence from England.
Tell me a little about your book and your 
inspiration for it

Although I have written biographies I have 
always been a fan of the British mystery 
writers and after being an investigative 
reporter in America I decided to try my 
hand at writing one myself. I wanted to pay 
my respects to Cornwall by making the 
main character a Cornishwoman.

are you proud of your Cornish roots?
I am so proud of my roots I could spit.

is there anything you miss now that 
you have moved away?
I miss St Ives and its lovely old streets and 
periodically I get extremely homesick but 
I must confess the weather in southern 
California is a compelling reason to 
stay here. 

What is your favourite Cornish food 
and drink?
I love scones and Cornish cream, and 
mead. In my crime novel Tosca brews 
her own and forces it upon reluctant 

neighbours. I buy imported clotted cream 
here at an Indian grocery shop!

Do you often visit Cornwall?
I was in St Ives three years ago for an 
entire month. We rented a cottage in The 
Warren. I went to the Barbara Hepworth 
museum several times to just wander 
around her garden. I would visit more often 
but the airfares are outrageous!  I hope to 
visit next year if my book is a success and I 
can do some book signings at bookshops 
around Cornwall. 

is there anything else that you would like 
to add?
I am delighted that little has changed in 
St. Ives except for the rather large Tate 
being added. I would like to visit Redruth 
and meet Pol Hodge in person, and visit 
the new Archive if it is ready. I would 
love to hear from Gwen Behena, one of 
my mother’s best ballet pupils. I have a 
website, jillamadio.com that has my books 
on it. I send my very best greetings to all 
Cornish.

Jill Amadio

Jill sitting on the front lawn at 4 Pednolva 
Terrace, St Ives, aged 5, with her Scottish aunt 
Marion.

Jill Amadio’s has 
recently completed 
her latest crime 
novel titled Digging 
Too Deep: A Tosca 
Trevant Mystery, 
the first in a series 
where the lead 
character is a 
Cornishwoman.


